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Professor Home claims no originality in his statement of the argu- 
ments on either side. He has simply collected all he could find, and the 
result is nine arguments for determinism (each separately rebutted), and 
twelve arguments for freedom. In reading these thirty arguments (count- 
ing the rebuttals) one can not help feeling that each side would have 
been more persuasive had it been furnished with fewer reasons. More 
striking is the author's apparent failure to grasp the real force of the 
ethical argument of determinism so well put by Hume, Greene, and many 
others, that if the act is not determined by the character, responsibility 
and, with it, morality go to pieces. This seeming failure of our author 
to evaluate fully the strongest argument of his opponents is i>erhaps re- 
lated to his frequent confusion of determinism with materialism, of the 
doctrine of freedom with idealism. That Professor Home is perfectly 
aware of the distinction here involved is clearly shown by the appendix; 
and yet many of his most elaborate and most trusted arguments and re- 
buttals aim simply at proving that mind may be a cause, that will acts are 
not determined by brain states, etc. — as if Hegel, Greene, Paulsen, and a 
band of others had not amply demonstrated that determinism is as con- 
sistent with mental causation as is freedom. 

The value of the book lies in the sharpness with which the issue is 
stated, the clearness with which the whole great subject is presented in 
187 pages, and the excellence of the rebuttals of certain strong determi- 
nistic arguments. There is appended also a valuable bibliography which 
every one interested in the subject will be glad to have. On the whole, 
the book fulfills the purpose for which it was written as expressed in the 
author's preface : " In my own work I have felt the need of a clear brief 
treatise covering both sides of the issue in outline, to which students 
might be referred, and which might, perhaps, be used as a text for dis- 
cussion at a certain point in the course. These pages are designed to 
supply such a need." 

James B. Pratt. 

Williams College. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



Several professors and graduates of the new National University of 
Ireland, founded in 1909 (see Bev. Sc. Ph. Th., III., p. 390), published in 
March the first number of a review, entitled Studies, in which they intend 
to place before the reading public their researches in general literature, 
Celtic, classic, and oriental literature and history, philosophy, pedagogy, 
sociology, and the sciences. The magazine is to be directed by a com- 
mittee presided over by the Eeverend T. A. Finlay, S.J., M.A., professor 
of political economy in the University College of Dublin. Each number 
will contain articles, reviews, and notes. 

Professor William James's letters are being collected for biographical 
purposes, and any one who has any of his letters can render assistance that 
will be highly appreciated by addressing Henry James, Jr., 95 Irving St., 
Cambridge, Mass. Casual or brief letters may have an interest or im- 
portance not apparent to the person preserving them; and news of the 
"whereabouts of any of the late William James's letters will be gratefully 
received. 

A RECENT number of the Cambridge Beview notes the lively interest of 
university scholars in the study of early Greek religion. Recently we had 
Miss Harrison's remarkable " Themis," and in the near future we may 
expect Mr. F. M. Cornford's "From Religion to Philosophy," as well as 
a book by Mr. A. B. Cook and further researches from the original and 
always stimulating pen of Professor Ridgeway. 

M. W. Specht, privat-docent of psychiatry in the University of 
Munich, recently launched a Zeitschrift fiir Pathopsychologie (Leipzig, 
Englemann), the aim of which will be to strengthen the psychological 
foundations of mental pathology. Professors Ach, Bergson, Heymans, 
Janet, Kiilpe, Meumann, Miinsterberg, Dick, and Sommer will be con- 
tributing editors. 

A NEW periodical, Imago, is announced from Vienna, edited by Pro- 
fessor S. Freud and published under the direction of Otto Rank and 
Dr. Hanns Sachs. It is to be devoted to the application of psychoanalysis 
to the entire field of mental sciences. 

The University of California has conferred the doctorate of laws upon 
Dr. Sidney E. Mezes, professor of philosophy and president of the Uni- 
versity of Texas, and upon Dr. E. C. Sanford, professor of psychology and 
president of Clark College. 

At the National University of Mexico Professor J. M. Baldwin is 
delivering the second half of the two years' programme of lectures on 
psychosociology. In addition to these lectures a course in the history of 
psychology is also announced. 



